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Soul- Winning 


One first important thing to note about soul-winning is, it is a simple 
process, involving very little talent. Some are frightened by the challenge, 
thinking such vital work requires great ability; when, as a matter of fact, 
consecration of merely what we are and what we have, be it little or much, 
will be used by the Holy Spirit to bring surprising results. Indeed the lack 
of natural skill and training will actually prove to be an asset, if it causes the 
would-be soul-winner to rely upon the power of the Holy Spirit to do the 
part which only the Holy Spirit can do. 

The steps to take are simple. Simplicity is a strong characteristic of 
the Gospel. It is best received in the simple directness of a childlike faith, 
and it should be passed on to others in the same way. True, the Gospel is 
the profound Word of God, full of power and action ... The marvel is 
that it can be handled by unskilled hands. A little child cannot understand 
the intricate construction of a radio set, but a little child can turn the dial 
and release music being made on the other side of the world. This is but 
a faint illustration of what a child of God can do with the Gospel... 
The Christian who really desires to be a soul-winner can by the simplest 
of words and the simplest of actions bring the very power of God into a 
hitherto godless life and lead the unbeliever to accept Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour . . 

Another important thing to recognize at the outset is that a soul to be 
won must first be convicted of sin and therefore realize the need of a 
Saviour. Only the Holy Spirit can bring that conviction. He alone can 
regenerate the human heart. But the Holy Spirit uses the simple effort 
of the soul-winner to that definite end. 

There are other factors in soul-winning to be considered, but these 
e, send two are of prime importance to start with, namely again: simple directness 
A New ° . : : 
‘iculare on your part, relying in faith wpon God to do His part. 
—From THE TESTAMENT FOR FISHERS OF MEN, by 
Wade C. Smith. John Knox Press, Richmond. Over 600,000 
copies sold, now out of print. 
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In this issue we look at matters vital 
to Evangelism. A Biblical theology of 
Evangelism needs re-stating today for 
strong forces would translate the spirit- 
ual process of soul-winning into a psy- 
chological process of friends-winning, 
filling the Church with people attracted 
by gracious ways instead of transform- 
ing people by Grace. 





An irate subscriber this week explod- 
ed at us (to our surprise) her anger 
at the Presbyterian church to which 
she belonged. She canceled her sub- 
scription with the following comment: 
“T have seen a Presbyterian Church 
in action this week . . . and therefore 
have no further use for your magazine.” 
We hope no one else will blame us for 
what goes on in their congregation — 
especially if they won’t tell us what’s 
going on. 





We have all been warmed by the re- 
sponse to the “new” look in the JOUR- 
NAL. Especially gratifying have been 
the flood of new subscriptions coming 
in. It is good to know that Presby- 
terians, everywhere, like what they 
read in this paper. We continue to 
solicit your interest, your prayers... 
and your subscriptions! 





I have just returned from a week-end 
spent in a Retreat with a group of 
young people from Erskine College and 
Seminary who are committed to serving 
the Lord in whatever vocation He may 
call them to. When I think of young 
men and women such as those in busi- 
ness, the home and the pulpit, I take 
increased courage. 





Last week I saw a car with three of 
those little plastic statuettes on the 
dashboard behind the windshield. By 
coincidence, perhaps, there were three 
people in the car. The figurines looked 
to be identical, each with its hand 
raised in blessing. I couldn’t help won- 
dering what would happen if, in case of 
an impending accident, the saints 
couldn’t agree in time on what ought 
to be done . . . or for whom. 
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TOKYO, Japan — Under the sponsor- 
ship of cooperating pastors representing 
over 70 Protestant denominations, a 
series of conferences is now under way 
featuring outstanding Christian leaders 
from the United States, celebrating the 
Centennial of Missions in Japan. The 
sponsoring organization is known as 
the Japan Protestant Centennial and 
the Executive Committee is chairmaned 
by Dr. W. A. McIlwaine of the Presby- 
terian, U. S. Mission. 


Among the speakers participating in 
the conferences being held in 9 im- 
portant areas of the Island Kingdom 
are Dr. Oswald Smith, Peoples Church, 


Toronto; Dr. Roger Nicole, Gordon Di- 
vinity School; Dr. Edward Young, 
Westminster Seminary; and Col. Roy 
LeCraw, Atlanta layman. Characteristic 
of members of the Centennial Com- 
mittee is a common allegiance to the 
Bible as the infallible Word of God, an 
allegiance which has brought together 
Christians in a true “ecumenical” fel- 
lowship. 

—wW. A. McIlwaine 





BIRMINGHAM, ALA. — (PN) — 
Birmingham’s 76th Street Presbyterian 
Church plans to buy a boat for two 
missionaries to Brazil. The Rev. John 
A. Troxler, pastor, has announced that 
the campaign to raise funds has already 
started. 


The boat, to be called the “Amazon 
Gospel Launch,” will be used by the 
Rev. and Mrs. Jon Crow, Presbyterian, 
U. S., missionaries, in the Amazon Riv- 
er section of the Church’s North Brazil 
Mission. 


“The boat will reach people beyond 
the roads and trails,” said Mr. Troxler. 
“It will carry motion picture and sound 
equipment and make the Gospel live 
for those primitive people.” 





A NOTABLE motion picture on the 
theme of Missions is available free 


Calls for Sunday 


School “Revolution” 


SAN JOSE, CALIF. (EP) — “ If we 
are to serve, if our Sunday Schools, if 
your Sunday Schools, if we together, 
are to do what we believe God wants 
us to do, we must have a Sunday 
School Revolution.” 


This was the challenge presented by 
Dr. Clate Risley, energetic Executive 
Secretary of the National Sunday 
School Association, as he addressed 
some 1,500 delegates in San Jose, Calif., 
attending the first of three national 
Sunday School conventions to be held 
this fall. The Association is affiliated 
with the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals. 


Under the heading of “It’s Time for 
a Revolution,” Dr. Risley called for a 
“revolution in our total concept of 
Christian education.” Specifically, he 
said, ‘“‘we need a revolution in the mind 
of the average pastor regarding his 
place of leadership in the Sunday 
School.” 


A second problem, Dr. Risley added, 
is caused by the fact that too few men 
teach in the Sunday Schools. “You are 
not going to challenge the students with 
the virility of the ministry; and with 
the concept that the Sunday School 
itself is a man’s job, with a feminine 
faculty. One of the greatest needs 
we have in our schools of higher learn- 
ing, too, is qualified men to teach 
Christian education.” 


With its combination of inspiration 
and information, the Convention in San 
Jose’s Civic Auditorium made a strong 
impact on the community. 


This year’s other national Sunday 
School conventions are being held in 
Atlanta, Oct. 21-23 and Columbus, 
Ohio, Nov. 11-13. 





to any congregation that will agree to 
follow the showing with an offering 
received for its own missionary pro- 
gram. In color, “A Cry In The Night” 
deserves all of the superlatives so of- 
ten misapplied to motion pictures. May 
be secured from World Vision, Inc., 
117 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena, Calif. 
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Religious Persecution Flares 
Again in Colombia 


LA PLATA, Colombia (EP) — Fa- 
natical citizens of this little Colombian 
town staged violent anti-Protestant 
demonstrations on Sept. 3, causing dam- 
age estimated at 10,000 pesos on the 
construction site of an evangelical chap- 
el. School teachers, an ex-mayor and 
other prominent townspeople led sev- 
eral hundred people in tearing down a 
fence surrounding the chapel, breaking 
up bricks, stamping on an estimated 
7,000 heavy-bearing tomato plants near- 
by and hurling stones against the houses 
of the Protestants. 


The spark of this explosive outburst 
was traced to a local priest who had 
read a pastoral letter from the Bishop 
of Garzon stating that Protestant ad- 
vances must be stopped at all costs. Up- 
on hearing the threats that followed, 
evangelical missionaries advised the 
mayor of their danger as an announce- 
ment by loud-speaker called volunteers 
to anti-Protestant demonstrations fol- 
lowing mass the following Sunday. The 
La Plata mayor sent a telegram to the 
Huila Governor on Sept 2, informing 
him of the petition of the Protestants 
for protection. No reply was received 
from the governor, as far as mission- 
aries know. 


In Neiva, the governor declared that 
it was best to suspend the chapel con- 
struction until permission might be 
granted by the Roman Catholic au- 
thorities in Bogota. The governor in- 
dicated that he, naturally, could not 
give orders to a priest in these matters, 
because the clergyman was subject only 
to his ecclesiastical superiors. 





Measure Would Weaken 
School Bible-Reading Law 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (RNS) — A bill 
was introduced in the State Senate here 
to revise Pennsylvania’s law requiring 
Bible-reading in the schools. The new 
measure would make the present man- 
datory rule optional and ban the re- 
quirement that teachers be fired if they 
do not read the Bible. 


Sen. J. Irving Whalley (R.-Somer- 
set) introduced the bill. Under its pro- 








visions, the “at least 10 verses’”’ require- 
ment at the opening of each school day 
would be changed to “up to 10 verses.” 


A U. S. District Court in Phila- 
delphia recently ruled that both the 
law and the practice of compulsory 
classroom recitation of the Lord’s 
Prayer are unconstitutional. The deci- 
sion is being appealed by the Abington 
Township School District to the U. S. 
Supreme Court. 


Meanwhile, the Pennsylvania Branch 
of the National Association of Secon- 
dary School Principals, in convention 
here, adopted a resolution unanimously 
approving the Bible reading require- 
ment. 





Communist Philosopher 


Chides “Red Dean” 


MOSCOW (RNS) — One of Soviet 
Russia’s leading Communist philos- 
ophers chided Dr. Hewlett Johnson, the 
“Red Dean” of Canterbury for “believ- 
ing that Christianity can co-exist with 
Marxism-Leninism.” 


In an article in “Kommunist,” Com- 
munist Party magazine, which was later 
quoted by the Moscow Radio, Dr. Ivan 
Krivilov stressed that “science and re- 
ligious thoughts are incompatible.” 


“The cooperation of science and re- 
ligion is impossible,” he said. “Some 
clergy are progressive in their public 
activities and we esteem their contri- 
bution to the cause of peace. But it 
cannot and never does destroy the fun- 
damental differences which separate us 
and those who support religion. 


“When, for example, such prominent 
public and religious figures as Hewlett 
Johnson state that dialectical material- 
ism can co-exist with Christianity, we 
must, notwithstanding our high esteem 
for this outstanding man, show him the 
groundlessness of his thesis.”’ 





Japan Devastation 
Termed “Incredible” 


ZENTSUJI, Japan — “Full extent 
of the damage inflicted by typhoon 
Vera is just now becoming apparent,” 
said the Vice-President of Church World 
Service visiting stricken Nagoya. “The 
destruction is incredible.” 


For the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
an opportunity of unparalleled propor- 
tions to help the naked and the afflict- 
ed presents itself in this disaster. De- 
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struction was on such a broad scale 
that some officials had the feeling 
“Shigata ga nai’ — nothing can be 
done about it. Christians have had an 
opportunity to demonstrate the Chris- 
tian concern for human life and the 
power of the Gospel to save. 


Extensive damage, in some cases, has 
been done to Mission property. Schools 
have been wrecked and other institu- 
tions damaged. Funds in excess of 
budgeted amounts will be urgently need- 
ed for this work. 





Capital Commentary 


Before Congress adjourned, the House 
passed a bill to reduce the Cabaret Tax 
from 20% to 10%. It is now pending 
before the Senate Finance Committee. 
Passage by the Senate would open the 
way for more night clubs throughout 
the country. Numerous concerned citi- 
zens have maintained that this should 
be the last tax to be reduced. 





By a vote of 368 to 2, the House 
of Representatives passed a resolution 
opposing the seating of Communist 
China in the United Nations. The ac- 
tion of the Fifth World Order Study 
Conference of the National Council of 


Churches, which favored seating Red | 
China, was included in the House de-| 
bate which preceded passage of the res- 
olution. However, those opposing the 
resolution could muster only two votes. 





Ordination or licensing is a necessary 
prerequisite of any minister who is to 
exempt ‘the rental value of a parson- 
age’ for income tax purposes. So ruled 
the Internal Revenue Service recently 
in the cases of two church employees— 
one a “minister of education” and the 
other a “minister of music.” IRS main- 
tained that the activities and functions 
of such men did not establish their min- 
isterial standing. 

—Don Gill, 
in UNITED EVANGELICAL 
ACTION 





FCC Approves Seminary 
Application for 
Commercial Station 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—The 
Federal Communications Commission 
has approved an application by the 
Union Theological Seminary of Rich- 
mond, Va., to change its FM broadcast- 
ing station, WRFK, to a commercial 
station and to increase its power to 
16,000 watts. 





THE READERS ASK 


(Address your questions to “The Readers Ask,” c/o the JOURNAL) 


Q. What are the rights of a congrega- 
tion in the calling of a minister? 


A. Under the Presbyterian system, 
the congregation calls the minister. 
This means that the congregation de- 
cides the manner a new minister will 
be sought; determines who will do the 
seeking; decides whether the Nominat- 
ing Committee will have complete au- 
thority or whether the proposed min- 
ister shall preach a “trial” sermon be- 
fore he is called; and, finally, elects 
the man. 


These privileges of the congregation 
are subject, of course, to the guidance 
of the Presbytery, exercised through 
its Commission (soon to become a Com- 
mittee) on the Minister and his Work. 
In the final analysis, the Presbytery 
must decide whether or not such and 
such a man shall become the pastor of 
such and such a church. But in this 
matter the congregation is subject to 
the jurisdiction of no other body. Ac- 
customed, as it is in most matters, to de- 
ferring to the wishes of the Session, 
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some congregations allow the Session 
to select the Nominating Committee and 
even to suggest the names of prospec- 
tive ministers. This the congregation 
may do, but it is by no means bound 
to do. 


Several considerations are important 
in the “prosecution” of a Call. 1) A 
Committee may have several men in 
mind, but it should actually negotiate 
with only one at a time. 2) Ideally, 
the Committee’s recommendation to the 
congregation should be accepted without 
the custom, frequently employed, of 
parading a list of “candidates” before 
the congregation. 3) Calls should be 
issued unanimously. In any case, the 
congregation should not vote on a man 
for whom the Committee is not unani- 
mously agreed. If the Committee is 
unanimous and only a small group in 
the congregation demurs, the call may 
be prosecuted without hesitation. If a 
large proportion of the congregation 
demurs, the Call should not be prosecut- 
ed. Very few ministers would accept. 


1959 
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New ‘Testament 


Kvangelism 


(An exclusive interview for the JOURNAL with Evangelist Billy Graham) 


Dr. Graham, What is your theology 


of evangelism? 


In capsule form, the theology of evan- 
gelism is found in I Corinthians 15:3-4, 
“For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures; And that He was buried, 
and that He rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures.” C. H. 
Dodd so aptly puts it in his book Apos- 
tolic Preaching when he indicates that 
the content of the Gospel is the incarna- 
tion, the crucifixion and the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ. Dr. Jesse Bader, 
who for many years was Secretary of 
Evangelism of the National Council of 
Churches, in his recent book strongly 
underscores that the theology of evan- 
gelism must center in the incarnation, 
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 


PROCLAIM JESUS CHRIST 


There are three Greek words in- 
volved. The word for Gospel, literally 
evangel, meaning “good news” : 
the verb evangelize, which means “to 
bring, or to announce, or to proclaim 
good news” .. . the word evangelist, 
the person who tells the good news. 
Evangelism, therefore, means the propa- 
gation of the Gospel. In the early 
Church when the apostles began to 
preach, they did not preach what Jesus 
had said — they preached Jesus Him- 
self. For them He was the Gospel. 
Their message was the life, the death 
and the rising again and the coming 
of Jesus Christ. He was the actual con- 
tent of the Gospel. 


Perhaps the most burning problem 
before the World Council of Churches 
at the moment is a definition of evan- 


gelism. One of the leaders of the Coun- 
cil recently said to me privately that a 
definition of evangelism could possibly 
split the World Council. Some of the 
definitions that are now being issued 
are so vague and general that they are 
worthless. There is also an attempt on 
the part of some to capture the word 
evangelism for other objectives than the 
proclamation of the Gospel. The best 
definition I have ever read, and per- 
haps the classic one used by most de- 
nominations is the one devised by the 
Archbishop’s Committee of 1918 of the 
Anglican Church: “To evangelize is so 
to present Christ Jesus in the power 
of the Holy Spirit that men shall come 
to put their trust in God through Him, 
to accept Him as their Saviour and 
serve Him as their King in the fellow- 
ship of His Church.” In my opinion, 
this definition will never be improved 
upon. 


What elements in your opinion, are 


fundamental to evangelism? 


I have found from my experience 
that the evangelist must appeal to the 
intellect and the emotions, but primarily 
to the will if lasting results are to be 
obtained. First, I am convinced there 
must be a recognition of sin and a con- 
viction of sin by the Holy Spirit. 
Many will cry, “Guilt complex!” But it 
is necessary for a person to know he is 
sick before a remedy can be applied. 
John Wesley once said, “Before I can 
preach grace, I must preach sin, law 
and judgment.” Dr. W. E. Sangster, 
in his lectures at Emory University a 
few years ago, said, “All great preach- 
ing in the past has been delivered 
against a background of sin and impend- 
ing judgment and all true preaching 
still must be.” 


WORK OF CHRIST 


Secondly, the message of evangelism 
must be saturated with the love of God 
that was in Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself. The death, burial and resur- 
rection of Christ must be basic. The 
Apostle Paul said, “I am determined 
to know nothing among you save Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified.” The mes- 
sage of the cross and resurrection must 
be central in all successful evangelistic 
preaching. 


There are many today that are 
erying for a new jargon. They 
claim that moderns do not understand 
the Biblical terminology; yet when 
Paul went to Corinth, which was far 
more pagan, heathen and cynical then 
any American city, he used such expres- 
sions as “the cross,” “the blood,” re- 
demption,” “faith,” “repentance,” and 
“conversion.” It has been my privilege 
to preach to large gatherings on all five 
continents. I have never hesitated to 
use Biblical language and have found 
that the language of the Bible has its 
own built-in power. God has seen fit 
to use His Word. 


RESPONSE OF THE INDIVIDUAL 


Evangelism must also clearly teach 
the response of the individual. A woman 
said some time ago, “I have a wonder- 
ful pastor, but for the life of me I can- 
not figure out what he wants us to do.” 
There is a mystery about regeneration 
and conversion. Christ made that clear 
in His interview with Nicodemus. He 
said “The wind bloweth where it list- 
eth.” Yet, in going through the New 
Testament I find repentance, faith and 
obedience continually stressed. John 
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the Baptist, Christ, Paul, Peter and the 
other apostles preached repentance. It 
seems to me that any evangelistic 
preaching that leaves out repentance 
has failed. 


COST OF DISCIPLESHIP 


Evangelistic preaching must also pro- 
claim the cost of discipleship. I am 
becoming more convinced that a person 
cannot receive Christ as Saviour unless 
he is willing to receive Him as Lord. 
There must be a clear teaching on the 
responsibility of a Christian in regard 
to social responsibilities, church rela- 
tionship, stewardship, devotional life, 
etc., involving the whole man. 





FOR YOUR BULLETIN 


Don’t think that you are necessarily 
on the right road because it is a well 
beaten path. 


Not until some folks are flat on their 
backs do they learn how to keep look- 
ing up. 


Defeat isn’t bitter if you don’t swal- 
low it. 


When we harness golden dreams to 
golden deeds there will be a golden 
harvest. 


You may give without love, but you 
cannot love without giving. 


I regard that man as lost, who has 
lost his sense of shame. 


The best gifts are always tied up 
with heartstrings. 


All of us know more than any one 
of us. 


The man who walks with God always 
knows in what direction he is going. 


Do what is right and leave the rest 
to God. 


Many men owe the grandeur of their 
lives to their tremendous difficulties. 


Education without God is like a ship 
without a compass. 


The most trouble is produced by 
those who don’t produce anything else! 


We are all dangerous folks without 
God’s controlling hand.—W. W. Ayer. 





WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? 


Bruce S. Hilbun 


What must I do to be saved? 


Joining the church is not the answer. 
I would not, under any circumstances, 
discount the church. On the other hand, 
I shall seek always to magnify it. It 
is the greatest institution in existence. 
It has none other than the Son of God 
as its founder. It rests upon the surest 
foundation. It enjoys the greatest se- 
curity. Its message is the message of 
hope for all men of all ages and all 
lands. But it is also a lamentable fact 
that some of the biggest devils in hu- 
man form sit in its pews. And I suspect 
that an investigation, if made, would 
reveal that some of the grossest sins 
of this generation are committed by 
church people. This fact contradicts 
the Gospel of salvation by church mem- 
bership . 


Keeping the law is not the answer. 


The Gospel of salvation by law ob- 
servance was a pernicious heresy in the 
earliest days of Christian history. It 
has had its advocates in each succeeding 
generation. Those who preach salva- 
tion through the observance of law are 
preaching an impossible and spurious 
Gospel. It is as a man offering a ser- 
pent to him who comes asking for a 
fish, or a scorpion for an egg. And 
those who are seeking salvation by the 
law are laboring in the fire for mere 
vanity. It is as one searching for a 
spring of water amid the sand dunes 
of the desert. The law was never in- 
tended to give life in the first place. 
It holds hope for no man. 


For what saith the Scripture? “Now 
ye know that what things soever the 
law saith, it saith to them who are 
under the law: that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before God. Therefore by the 
deeds of the law shall no flesh be justi- 
fied in His sight: for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:19,20) ... 


If salvation depends upon obedience 
to law, then there is but little hope for 
any of us. If we are saved by obedience 
to the law, then we must continue to 
obey to keep saved. That obedience 
must be complete and perfect and en- 
tire. Partial obedience will not suffice. 
And the moment one offends in one 
point he becomes guilty of all. “For 
as many as are of the works of the law 


are under the curse: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that continueth 
not in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them” (Gal. 
3:10). Our hope is not in the law. 


Doing good is not the answer. In 
the first place, the Bible declares that 
it is impossible for those to “do good, 
that are accustomed to do evil” (Jer. 
13:23). And it states further that “all 
our righteousness is as filthy rags” (Isa. 
64:6). Jesus taught that a corrupt 
tree cannot bring forth good fruit. 
John said: “He that doeth righteous- 
ness is righteous, even as he is right- 
eous” (I John 3:7). The plain teach- 
ing is that no one can do righteously 
until he is righteous. Any person, even 
the vilest of sinners, can do acts of 
kindness and render service to his fel- 
low man. But the point is, God does 
not honor such service. Nor does such 
service honor God. And by no amount 
of “good works’ can the sinner earn 
his salvation. The very idea of salva- 
tion by “good works” is preposterous. 
God is not in the business of measuring 
out a little salvation against a little 
work, and a little more salvation against 
a little more work, until it has been 
finally worked out and earned. Salva- 
tion cannot be bought on the bargain 
counter and paid for on the installment 
plan.. 


Let us hasten to consider the answer. 
There is but one answer. It is the same 
for every person, Jew and Gentile. 
Jesus Christ is the answer. He is the 
all-sufficient answer to all the needs 
of all men. He is the answer to the 
demands of the law, and of the insulted 
justice of God. He is the answer to 
man’s sin problem, and man’s need of 
pardon and forgiveness. In His death 
for sinners He has solved forever the 
problem of justification. On account 
of Christ and for Christ’s sake, God can 
now be just and justify sinners. Christ 
is the answer... 


Sinner, come to Jesus today. Come, 
just as you are. Come, trusting Him, 
receiving Him, confessing Him. He 
will all your needs supply. 


—from THAT YE MAY KNOw, 


published by Exposition Press, 
N.Y. 
7 7 * * ” 
Mr. Hilbun, an evangelist of the So. 
Bap. Conv., now lives in So-So, Miss. 
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THE SERMON- 


A Passion For Souls 


Text: Romans 9:2-3: 
heaviness and continual sorrow in my 
For I could wish myself were 
accursed from Christ, for the sake of 
my brethren, my kinsmen according to 


the flesh.” 


“I have great 


heart. 


If there was anything characteristic 
of the spirit of the Apostle Paul, it was 
a passion for souls. Wherever he went, 
he seemed obsessed by this passion 
above all others: to lead men and wom- 
en to Jesus Christ that they might find 
everlasting life. At Damascus, right aft- 
er his conversion, his passion for souls 
stirred the enemies of the Gospel so 
that he was forced to leave town by 
way of the city wall, let down by night 
in a basket. Virtually the same thing 
happened at Jerusalem. His zeal for 
the Lord placed his life in jeopardy 
there and the disciples sent him away. 


Whether preaching in the Forum at 
Athens, trying to reach the mob in the 
arena at Ephesus or witnessing to the 
women on the riverbank at Philippi; 
whether in jail, among crowds, on the 
high seas, Paul’s passion drove him, re- 
gardless of the consequences. 


PRESBYTERIANS DON’T 


Now, it might be natural to suppose 
that we Presbyterians today — who 
claim to believe what the Apostle Paul 
believed more perfectly than anyone 
else — would have a similar passion. 
Not so. Presbyterians do not often 
give evidence of a passion for souls 
like that of the Apostle. 


The Presbyterian Church had a hard 
time, in the beginning, developing an 
interest in Foreign Missions. The 
famous story of the Presbytery meet- 
ing in Scotland comes again to mind: 
the young minister set on fire with the 
story of William Carey, standing in the 
meeting of his Presbytery asking to be 
sent as a missionary; the frigid silence 
greeting his plea; finally, the worthy 
brother rising to his feet in the rear 
to sternly speak: “Sit down, young 


THE EDITOR 


man! When the Lord wishes to convert 
the heathen, He will do it without your 
help or mine!’ 


Presbyterians, I say, in contrast to 
the Apostle Paul, do not often display 
a passion for souls. In hundreds of 
Presbyterian churches, an invitation to 
accept Christ has never been given. 
Last year, in over 1000 Presbyterian 
churches, U. S., there were no profes- 
sions of faith at all. For many of us, 
the word “emotionalism” has an ugly 
sound. We fit, too often, the notorious 
definition of a Christian: “One who 
is enrolled as a regular hearer of Sun- 
day sermons; who practices his religion 
privately and about whose convictions 
it isn’t polite to be inquisitive.” 


But let us return to the Apostle 
Paul. What was it that gave Paul his 
notable passion for souls? 


A BURNING EXPERIENCE 


First of all, Paul had had a meaning- 
ful, personal experience of the Lord. 
He could remember a particular mo- 
ment in his life when he met Jesus 
Christ face to face. He knew his Sav- 
iour because he had met Him and had 
come to terms with Him. The exper- 
ience had left him a passionate preacher 
of the Gospel. 


Others have followed in the way of 
the Apostle. John Wesley met the Lord 
face to face at Aldersgate, and it left 
him a passionate preacher. Martin 
Luther met the Lord on a windswept 
road in a flash of lightning, with much 
the same effect. Augustine, later to be- 
come Bishop of Hippo, heard the Lord 
in a vision, saying “Take, read.” And 
the experience left him a passionate 
preacher. 


Too many of us do not have a passion 
for the Lord because we cannot recall 
a moment in our lives when we met 
Him in person and came to terms with 
Him in a passionate experience of Him. 


I do not mean to suggest that we 


of this kind happens to us. It is possible 
to be a Christian — a true Christian — 
without having made a passionate de- 
cision for Christ. Our Covenant The- 
ology allows us to grow in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord without 
being conscious of any period in our 
lives when we were without Christ. 
And I am persuaded that a Christian 
may live out his days without being 
able to point to any definite moment 
in his life when the Lord gripped him 
and he came to terms with his Saviour. 
in any unusual way. 


But even those who belong to the 
Lord must come to terms with Him in 
a personal, definitive decision for Him 
before they will know the passion His 
Spirit can supply. I have never met 
a Christian on fire for his Lord who 
could not point to his own, specific mo- 
ment of decision. Such a moment was 
the secret of Paul’s passion for souls. 
The same thing — though hardly in 
the same degree — must happen to us. 


A POWERFUL CONVICTION 


Secondly, Paul was possessed of the 
conviction that without Christ men are 
lost: “For there is none other name un- 
der Heaven given among men whereby 
we must be saved.” It grieved the 
Apostle that his own “brethren, his 
kinsmen according to the flesh,” who 
had turned against the Lord of Glory, 
were marked for eternal destruction. 
But without Christ it could be no other 
way. Whatever opportunity they had 
to meet Christ lay in the Gospel. And 
the Gospel waited for a preacher with 
a passion for souls. 


Too many people earnestly and sin- 
cerely believe that if each in his own 
way, will only live in integrity, he will 
eventually reach Heaven. We may even 
be tempted to believe that God, some- 
how, will manage to provide a way, 
whether we be completely sincere or 
not. 


But such wishful thinking about the 


cannot belong to Christ until somethingfuture life is contrary to everything 
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taught in God’s Word. Certainly to be- 
lieve such a fallacy will never produce 
a soul-winner here and now. 


During World War II, the propor- 
tion of Roman Catholic chaplains dec- 
orated for bravery under fire was great- 
er than that of Protestant chaplains. 
Over and again, Roman chaplains ap- 
peared in dispatches for having risked 
life and limb to reach the wounded and 
the dying with the last rites of the 
church. Were the Roman chaplains bet- 
ter and braver men than their Protes- 
tant brethren? By no means. Their 
gallantry was not prompted by mere 
physical daring . .. or humanitarian 
motives. 


The Roman Church believes that a 
man dying in mortal sin will go to Hell. 
The last rites of the Church, faithfully 
received, will send a man to Heaven. 
To the Roman chaplain, then, the man 
dying on the battlefield is a personal 
challenge, with Eternity itself at stake. 
The everlasting welfare of an immortal 
soul depends on his faithfulness. Un- 
less he reaches him with life-giving 
grace, the man may well be lost forever. 
Such conviction can drive a believer 
“beyond the call of duty.” It is a kind 
of passion for souls. 


We do not believe in so mechanical 
a salvation, of course. But until we 
become possessed of a similar convic- 
tion that Eternity itself is at stake in 
soul-winning, we will never burn for 
Christ. 


A PERSONAL CALL 


The third element in Paul’s passion 
was his persuasion of a personal, divine 
Call. Giving his testimony before the 
crowd in Jerusalem, the Apostle testi- 
fied that the Lord had said to him, 
personally, “Depart: for I will send thee 
far hence unto the Gentiles.” Paul be- 
lieved that he had been called to be an 
Apostle. He knew that he had been 
called. He not only believed that men 
without Christ were lost, he believed 
that God intended that he, Paul, should 
be the one to bear the message glorious. 
To all practical purposes, the keys to 
the Kingdom of Heaven were in his 
hands, and those would be loosed into 
whose hearts he faithfully turned the 
key. 


In Paul’s conviction we see a pale 
reflection of Christ’s own mission: 
“To this end I was born and for this 
cause came I into the world!” There 
can be no passion for souls without the 
conviction that to this end we have 


been born again and for this cause 
chosen. 


Somehow we must come to the feel- 
ing that the Great Commission means 
us! Nobody else. That person across 
the street, next door, across the desk, 
in the same office or at the ends of 
the earth — who is without Christ — 
is my personal responsibility. And 
Eternity is holding its breath waiting 
to see what I am going to do about it! 


Roy H. Short has put it this way: 
“The basic problem in evangelism is the 
problem of the evangelist himself. 
When we have laymen who have a 
passion for Christ, when we have teach- 
ers in our Sunday Schools who have a 
passion for Christ, when we have preach- 
ers in our pulpits who have a passion for 
Christ; then we shall witness the re- 
vival of religion for which the heart 
of the world is hungry and the conver- 
sion of multitudes to righteousness and 
the transformation of life as only the 
Divine touch can transform it: the in- 
auguration of a truly Christian society, 
and the coming of the Kingdom of God 
in great power.” 


What can a Christian do to cultivate 
this passion we have spoke of? 


CULTIVATING SOUL-PASSION 


Prayer. The first thing to do if we 
would burn for the Lord is pray. No 
Christian has ever gone out effectively 
for Christ who first did not go to his 
knees to Christ. The saying is so fa- 
miliar as to be overworked: “Revivals 
are not worked up; they are prayed 
down.”” And what is true of Revivals 
is true of individual people first. 


Prayer has the effect, first, of setting 
straight our thinking. Soul-winning is 
always the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Too often we are prone to think that it 
is our work. But it is not our winsome- 
ness that saves, it is the power of God. 
Prayer will make us dependent upon the 
Holy Spirit; willing to be used in the 
proper way, as His witnesses. Prayer 
will keep us humble. 


And prayer will kindle the fire which 
produces light. When Moses came down 
from the top of Sinai, his face shone 
so brightly that the people could not 
bear it. It shone that way because he 
had been into the presence of God. If 
people are to see the brightness of God 
in us, it must be from the presence of 
God into which we have gone by faith 
through prayer. 


The second thing which will give a 
Christian a passion for souls is the 
study of God’s Word. My friends, if 


you would set people on fire for Christ, 
first bury yourself in His Word. It will 
grip your heart. It will open your eyes. 
It will give you something to say and 
the passion to say it. Soul-winning is 
not by a psychological process, influenc- 
ing others for good, it is the work of 
the Holy Spirit. And the Sword of the 
Spirit is the Word of God! 


The third thing which will awaken a 
passion for souls is direct action. Get 
up! Go out! Find someone who doesn’t 
know the Lord. Find someone whose 
life is empty or full of trouble. Speak 
to that person of the forgiveness of sins 
which the love of God has provided in 
Christ. Bring that person to the foun- 
tain so rich and sweet. 


There is no experience so rewarding 
to a Christian as that of having won 
someone to Jesus Christ. You who hear 
me today, search your minds. You have 
a friend who does not know the Lord. 
You could name others, too. What are 
you waiting for? Why do you tarry? 
Go! 


And the Lord will provide the in- 
crease. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Divisive Spirit 


Occasionally we hear someone being 
charged with “a divisive spirit.’ The 
charge usually implies that the person 
has, or exhibits, an attitude and be- 
havior disruptive to the peace and the 
unity of the Church. Instead of bring- 
ing together, the effect of such a per- 
sons actions is to separate brethren. 


Now we deplore the divisive spirit 
wherever it appears. For driving a 
wedge between brethren is always in- 
excusable. Yet this is what some en- 
deavor to do. They are critical for a 
purpose: to divide. It is their aim, not 
to improve or correct, but to demon- 
strate apostasy or to prove heresy to 
the end that schism may result. They 
seek, in short, an excuse to separate 
and/or they desire to pull others away 
with them. They are not happy when 
criticism brings signs of repentance or 
correction. They prefer judgment. In 
a way, they are like the Elder Brother 
who did not want to see the Prodigal 
rehabilitated. 


We have seen the divisive spirit in 
human relations, when the wife of an 
alcoholic who has publicly worn her 
longsuffering like a martyr for many 
years, rebels in anger at the subsequent 
rehabilitation of her husband. Deep 
down inside she wanted him to get 
what was coming to him. His recovery, 
after the years of misery visited upon 
his family, somehow seems unfair. She 
does not wish him well. 


The same spirit in a Church continual- 
ly looks for evil that it may rejoice. But 
the Apostle said, love “. . . rejoiceth not 
in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth.” 


On the other hand, there is a critical 
spirit which is for good. This spirit 
exhorts, warns and criticizes, always 
hoping for improvement. As soon as 
any human institution, church court 
or any denominational agency begins 
to consider itself above criticism; as 
soon as the belief becomes general that 
criticism of the Church implies dis- 
loyalty to the Church, then things are 
getting in a bad way. For the critical 
spirit, taken in a good sense, is neces- 
sary to continuing health. As the 18th 
General Council of the World Presby- 
terian Alliance was told by Dr. McCord, 
“The Church that is Reformed is al- 
ways being reformed.” We have not 
yet reached, as Presbyterians, the place 


of the imprimatur or the day of the 
nihil obstat. 


Church Councils err. Assemblies are 
taken by the hand and “carried whither 
they would not.” We have seen it 
happen. Notions suddenly taken and 
enthusiastically passed have proved, on 
second thought, to be unrealistic. Lit- 
erature can be and has been out of 
accord with essential Truth. Programs 
can be and have been hurtful. Human 
beings can and do make mistakes. 


Whenever we believe it necessary, 
we expect to mention these things, to 
the end that improvements may occur. 
Herein lies the unique contribution of 
the independent denominational paper. 
“Official” publications do not bear the 
seeds of the self-reforming principle 
referred to in the Alliance Message, 


above. 

But we hasten to deny the 
charge of “divisiveness” wherever it 
appears. Our Church is beloved to us. 


Some of us can trace an unbroken line 
of ministerial ancestry in it for nearly 
300 years. We want to see it presented 
to the Lord, a “glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing.’”’ We will not surrender it to di- 
visive forces or to “strange” forces that 
would take it away from the Reformed 
household of faith. 


To this end the JOURNAL is dedi- 
cated. We have increasing reason to 
believe that Presbyterians everywhere 
are similarly dedicated. 





Presbyterians and 
Religious Symbols 


We have just seen the picture of the 
Madonna and Child which adorned the 
cover of the Rally Day certificate is- 
sued by our Church this year. Seeing 
it called to mind the use of the Christ 
of the Andes a year or two ago and 
the Christ of Corcovado a few years 
before that, in other contexts. 


We would suggest that all of our 
agencies could well study the use they 
are making of “Christian” symbols. 
The three mentioned above caused a 
marked distress in certain areas served 
by our Church when they appeared, 
particularly those areas strong in Ro- 
man Catholic influence. The Christ of 
Corcovado, for example is a recognized 
symbol of everything our missionaries 
in Brazil are giving their lives to 
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conquer in the Name of the Living 
Christ. 


Symbols, like theology, are subtle in 
their meaning and powerful in their in- 
fluence. Sentimentality is no basis for 
judgment in matters religious. The fact 
that something is “lovely” or that it 
“seems so appropriate” or “in keeping” 
must always be qualified by, “What 
does it say, upon the subject of the 
Gospel, to the unbelieving or prejudiced 
mind?” We have some symbols that we 
should use more often: the burning 
bush, the open Word, the Dove. Others 
could better be passed up. 





In the Name of Christ 


Here and there we have noticed a 
reticence to close prayers in the Name 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
At football games and Rotary Clubs 
this may be due to a mistaken fear of 
offending some Jewish friend. But the 
non-Christian prays in his own way and, 
no doubt, will respect us more if our 
prayers accord with our convictions. 
Under other circumstances, this situa- 
tion may well be brought about by a 
certain haziness or confusion as to the 
meaning of praying in the Name of 
Christ. 


Some interpret this to mean that we 
pray to God as Christ has revealed Him. 
There is certainly truth in such a rep- 
resentation. In the Gospels Jesus re- 
ceived sinners and defended His own 
conduct by saying that it is the Fath- 
er’s nature to receive sinners. Praying 
in the Name of Christ means, then, lay- 
ing hold on Jesus’ gracious revelation 
of Abba, Father. But such a true repre- 
sentation falls short of setting forth 
the Mediation of Christ. 


Others seem to think that praying 
in the Name of Christ means praying 
in the way He taught His disciples to 
pray; or with His spirit and purpose to 
glorify God. Certainly every disciple 
ought to follow his Master in the school 
of prayer, but our identification with 
Him is rather the effect of His first 
having identified Himself with us that 
He might be our Mediator with the 
Father. 


In the light of the holiness of God 
and the heinousness of sin the heart 
of the matter is found in our confes- 
sional statement, the Church’s official 
interpretation of Scripture, thus: 


“é 


. Since the fall — religious 
worship is to be offered — not 
without a Mediator; nor in the 
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mediation of any other but of 
Christ alone.” 


This accords with First John. When- 
ever a man sins we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the Right- 
eous, the Propitiation for our sins. Our 
sins are forgiven for His Name’s sake. 
Likewise Paul teaches that there is one 
Mediator between God and man, who 
also makes intercession for us so that 
we were washed, we were sanctified, 
we were justified in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Hebrews takes up the O.T. typical 
work of the High Priest entering into 
the Holy of Holies with the blood of 
sacrifices, bearing before the Most High 
the names and interests of the people 
of Israel. So Christ enters into the 
heavenly tabernacle with the blood of 
His one final sacrifice there ever living 
to make intercession for us. In John 
Christ said that “no one comes to the 
Father but by Me.” 


In accord with these N.T. teachings, 
Calvin, Institutes III.xx.17f, presents 
Christ as our Advocate and Mediator in 
the merit of His obedience and sacrifice 
for us and as “our mouth” making in- 
tercession for us at God’s right hand 
now. “He”, says Ambrose, “is our 
mouth with which we address the Fath- 
er; our eyes, by which we behold the 
Father; our hand by which we present 
ourselves to the Father; Without whose 
mediation, neither we, nor any of the 
saints have the least intercourse with 


God.” 


To these representative writers may 
be added Scotland’s testimony. For Tho- 
mas Chalmers, “Apart from Christ I 
have no hold of God at all.” H. R. 
Mackintosh kept insisting that those 
who come apart from Christ just do not 
get to God. Torrance of Edinburgh to- 
day insists that Christ is our mouth as 
He graciously re-prays our prayers to 
God. However wide be the circumferen- 
tial implications, the center of praying 
in the Name of Christ is that we take 
refuge under the covert of His sacri- 
fices and ‘neath the shield of His inter- 
cession. 





Why Men Reject Christ 


(Sermon based on the rejection of 
Christ by three men to whom Paul spoke 
in chains) 


1. Procrastination — (Some other 
time) — Felix 

2. Foolishness of Gospel — (Paul, 
thou art mad) — Festus 

3. Selfishness — (Almost... but for 


love of world) — Agrippa 
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It will be interesting to see what 
course of action the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. will take with respect 
to the doctrine of predestination. Pre- 
destination is the belief that God is 
sovereign in determining whatever 
comes to pass, including the salvation 
and destiny of all men and angels. 
This faith is firmly embedded within 
the doctrinal standards of our Church, 
especially in the third chapter of the 
Confession of Faith, entitled “Of God’s 
Decrees.” 


It seems to many that the church 
is taking a doubtful road in its efforts 
to deal properly with this historic Pres- 
byterian belief. The General Assem- 
bly which met in Atlanta this year, vot- 
ing by voice, decided to answer an over- 
ture from the Presbytery of Charles- 
ton in the affirmative. The overture 
had requested the Assembly “to appoint 
a committee to clarify paragraphs 3, 4 
and 7 of Chapter III of the Confession 
of Faith and recommend a revision of 
these paragraphs if necessary.” 


This action was taken after the As- 
sembly’s Standing Committee on Bills 
and Overtures had reported itself un- 
able to recommend an answer to the 
overture. There had been a tie within 
the committee. One half had been in 
favor of keeping hands off the third 
chapter of the Confession and the other 
half were in favor of making some 
change in this chapter. The Assembly, 
however, broke the tie and settled the 
matter. 


The action of the General Assembly, 
taken upon the instigation of a presby- 
tery, is doubtless symptomatic of some 
departure from the Calvinism with 
which the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
has been historically and confessionally 
identified. What we would pre- 
fer to see is a loyal adherence to 
the historic faith of the Church rath- 
er than a radical revision of our stan- 
dards. We are taking the first steps on 
the wrong path. We should accept and 
teach our doctrines, rather than “clari- 
fy” and “revise” them right out of our 
' Church. A renouncing of the full doc- 
trine of predestination will be the out- 
' come of this matter, if the Church does 
not rally to its creed. 


JABLE JALK 


Predestination 


Will It Be Reaffirmed Or Deleted? 
Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 


It has been 310 years since the Scot- 
tish Presbyterian Church adopted the 
Confession of Faith. The original 
American Synod adopted the Confes- 
sion of Faith 230 years ago. In 1861, 
at its founding, the Southern Presby- 
terian Church ratified the same Con- 
fession. At no time during all these 
years has the Confession been proved 
in error. Why change it now? 


Only one change has ever been enact- 
ed in the third chapter. In 1939, the 
phrase “mere free grace and love” in 
paragraph 5 was changed to read “free 
grace and love alone.” There have been 
several attempts, however, to alter the 
Confession of Faith on the subject of 
predestination. Let it be said that this 
doctrine has never been popular with 
Universalists, Arminians, and others who 
have not thought as logically or as Bib- 
lically as Presbyterians. If one em- 
phasizes the love and mercy of God 
to the exclusion of what the Bible 
teaches with equal clarity — His right- 
eous judgment and wrath — then, of 
course, he cannot honestly affirm what 
the Confession of Faith declares about 
the sovereignty of God in the salvation 
of the elect and the resulting passing 
over of unbelievers. 


In 1909 the Presbytery of Mobile 
asked the Assembly to eliminate the 
alleged “fatalism” in chapter 3. The 
Assembly declined to act on this over- 
ture on the grounds that when this 
chapter is read in the light of the whole 
Confession, there is no basis for the 
charge of even an appearance of fatal- 
ism. In 1910, the Assembly repeated 
its stand of the preceding year when 
the Presbytery of Central Texas asked 
for revision. 


In 1938, the Assembly approved and 
sent down for the advice and consent of 
the Presbyteries, changes in Chapter 3, 
omitting paragraphs 3 and 4 and modi- 
fying paragraph 7. The Presbyteries 
voted about 61 to 23 to change the 
Confession. But this vote was short of 
the 3/4ths majority necessary to amend 
our Confession of Faith. And so this 
monumental testimony to the Word of 
God withstood another assault. 


These are the paragraphs which 


trouble so many who are ready to give 
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up the Presbyterian doctrine of predesti- 
nation: 


(3). “By the decree of God, for the 
manifestation of His glory, some men 
and angels are predestinated unto ever- 
lasting life, and others fore-ordained 


to everlasting death.” 


(4). 
predestinated 
particularly and unchangeably designed; 


“These angels and men, thus 
and fore-ordained, are 
and their number is so certain and def- 
inite that it cannot be either increased 
or diminished.” 


(7). “The rest of mankind, God was 
pleased, according to the unsearchable 
counsel of his own will, whereby he ex- 
tendeth or withholdeth mercy as he 
pleaseth, for the glory of his sovereign 
power over his creatures, to pass by, 
and to ordain them to dishonour and 
wrath for their sin, to the praise of his 
glorious justice.” 


After a stillness of twenty years, the 
Presbytery of Brazos overtured the 1958 
Assembly for the deletion of these 
“objectionable” three paragraphs from 
the Confession. We have taken heart 
by the manner in which the Assembly 
answered the overture. In the com- 
mittee before which it was considered, 
less than half-dozen out of fifty voted 
for deletion when the issue was clearly 
defined and understood. Later, there 
was only a sprinkling of votes on the 
floor of the Assembly itself. It is true 
that some voted against deletion because 
they preferred a total revision of the 
Confession to piece-meal changes. 
Speakers before the Assembly pointed 
out that Predestination is so wholly in- 
terwoven in our theology that only a 
major revision of the whole will take 
it out. But the temper of that 1958 
Assembly was gratifyingly sound. Only 
a few vocal critics stood for revision. 


It is abundantly clear that a large 
proportion of elders and ministers 
(elders, especially) who vote for radi- 
cal measures in church courts do so 
because a handful of gifted speakers 
and parliamentarians can change the 
appearance of an issue at will. When 
capably informed, these elders and min- 
isters stand with the historic Gospel 
and their Church. 
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After the 1958 Assembly, Meridian 
Presbytery became so troubled by the 
report of the deliberations in which the 
doctrine of God’s absolute sovereignty 
was so openly criticized that it asked 
the 1959 Assembly to reaffirm its ad- 
herence to the system of doctrine set 
forth in our Confessional statement. 
The Assembly refused to reaffirm what 
it claimed had never ceased to be our 
official position. But in a beautiful 
demonstration of parliamentary finesse, 
it followed the advocates of revision and 
appointed a committee to consider the 
matter. 


Although most hurtful movements to 
date have involved only a few dedicated 
leaders, the effect of the liberalizing 
tendency within our Church has be- 
come widespread. Attempted revision 
and deletion of strong articles of Bib- 
lical doctrine may be expected to con- 
tinue in increasing numbers. Make no 
mistake. A number of sworn defenders 
of the Confession want the historic 
faith of Presbyterians replaced, with 
most of our distinctive emphases re- 
moved. 


With this destructive spirit abroad, 
it was not surprising to notice two 
kinds of overtures appear before the 
1959 Assembly. The opponents of pre- 
destination, failing the year before to 
obtain the deletion of sections they 
considered objectionable, were bound 
(1) to try to replace the entire Con- 
fession of Faith with a new, liberal 
creed, or (2) attempt to remove the 
sections by another, or more subtle pro- 
cedure. Actually both of these measures 
were tried. At this point, the first has 
failed. 


The Presbyteries of Brazos and St. 
Louis overtured the Assembly of 1959 
“to appoint a committee of the best 
theological and Biblical scholars in the 
church to prepare a full contemporary 
statement of the Reformed faith in har- 
mony with the Westminster Confession 
of Faith. This statement to become the 
contemporary standard of our faith; 
the Westminster Confession, the historic 
standard.” This attempt failed. The 
attempt of Charleston Presbytery, al- 
ready mentioned, was successful. 


The Assembly in 1960 will hear the 
report of its committee appointed to 
recommend a revision of the Confes- 
sion. Meanwhile, voices across the 
church swell in stronger chorus: “The 
Westminster Confession is hyper-Cal- 
vinistic.” “Predestination is inconsistent 
with the mercy of a God whose name 
is Love.” “The redemptive Gospel of 
Christ proclaims that God will not let 
any man perish.” “Jesus advocated 
mercy against the harsh judgments of 
His day.” “He said that all who love 
God and one another belong to Him and 
His forgiveness was extended to all.” 
“Punishment is always viewed in the 
Bible as remedial. Its aim is always 
to rehabilitate the sinner. Punishment 
is never arbitrary, or forever.” 


Time will tell whether the church 
will heed these voices. 


* *% * * * 


The Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr., is 
the distinguished young pastor of the 
Forest, Miss., church and author of the 
monthly Circle Bible Studies published 





in the JOURNAL. 





SUNDAY SC 
ESS 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 15, 1959 


“Faithful Unto Death” 


Background Scripture: Acts 6; 7 
Devotional Reading: I Peter 1:3-9 


“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life”: this is the promise of the Great Head 
of the Church, as He speaks through John to the church 
at Smyrna, the persecuted church. Jesus had forewarned 
His disciples that they might expect persecution. “If 
they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.” 
He had suffered persecution from the leaders of the 
Jews; now they were beginning to feel that persecution. 


Up to this point in our study of Acts, the Jewish lead- 
ers had only imprisoned and threatened and command- 
ed the disciples not to teach or preach in the name of 
Jesus. With today’s lesson this persecution takes a turn 
for the worse, and we have our first martyr in the 
revived church. The Christians were scattered abroad 
at this time for a great persecution had arisen after the 
death of Stephen, and the disciples went everywhere, 
preaching (or talking) the Word. This persecution by 
the Jews was followed later by the persecutions under 
various Roman emperors, especially Nero. We hardly 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


realize the immense number of Christians who died 
at the stake, or were thrown to the wild beasts, or be- 
headed. All the apostles except John are thought to 
have suffered violent deaths, and John, as we know, 
was exiled to the isle of Patmos. Tradition says that 
Peter asked to be crucified head down, since he did not 
consider himself worthy to be crucified as His Master 


was. i 
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What was the secret of their bravery under all this 
terrible persecution? Let me quote all of our Devo- 
tional Reading from I Peter 1 as an answer to this 
question: 


“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which according to His abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively (or living) hope by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fad- 
eth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept 
by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time. Wherein ye greatly re- 
joice, though now for a season, if need be; ye are in 
heaviness through manifold temptations: that the trial 
of your faith, being much more precious than of gold 
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be 
found unto praise and honour and glory at the appear- 
ing of Jesus Christ: Whom having not seen, ye love; 
in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory! Receiv- 
ing the end of your faith, even the salvation of your 
souls”. 


In these verses we have several answers. These Chris- 
tians had a living hope because of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ: they had this living hope of a glorious in- 
heritance reserved in heaven for them. They knew that 
these trials were of their faith. They loved their Lord, 
even though they had not seen Him. Therefore they 
could rejoice with joy unspeakable. Oh that we might 
have this same living hope, and faith and love! Our 
trials are so trivial compared to theirs. May we be faith- 
ful unto death, even as they were faithful under far 
more trying circumstances. 


There is a saying that “the blood of the martyrs is the 
seed of the church”. As these Christians suffered so 
bravely they won others to their Saviour and the “way” 
of life. They went everywhere, not only talking the 
Word, but living the Word. The church grew in spite 
of persecution. It was not persecution that almost killed 
the church, but the tide of worldiness that swept in 
when the church became popular, under Constantine, 
centuries later. The church is suffering some, today, 
from persecution, but she is more in danger from world- 
liness than from persecution. There will be some perse- 
cution if we live “out and out” for Him who loved us 
and gave Himself for us. If it comes may God give us 
the hope and faith and love and joy of these early 
Christians! Read Fox’s “Book of Martyrs” and take 
courage from these noble men and women. 


I. The Choosing of Seven Deacons: Acts 6:1-7 


The number of believers increased rapidly and there 
arose some murmuring of the Grecian Jews against the 
Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the 
distribution of the money brought into the common 
treasury. We have seen how they had all things in 
common. This money had been “laid at the apostles’ 
feet”, and the burden of seeing it properly and fairly 
given to those in need, was too large a task for them. 
They had more important work to do than to “serve 
tables”. They were supposed to be giving themselves 
to prayer and to the ministry of the Word: ‘Wherefore, 


look ye out seven men of honest report, full of the Holy 
Spirit and wisdom and appoint them over this busi- 
ness.” 
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This suggestion pleased the multitude and they chose 
seven men. Two of these men, Philip and Stephen, 
however, soon became as prominent as preachers as the 
apostles themselves. Philip, the Evangelist, did a great 
work and also Stephen, as we shall see in this lesson. 


In our denomination we have teaching elders, ruling 
elders and deacons. 


In Acts we find Paul ordaining elders in every church. 
In his epistles he writes of elders and deacons, giving 
the qualifications for these officers. Here, the apostles 
sav that these men must be honest and wise and filled 
with the Spirit. Let me give the qualifications of officer 
as Paul gives them. I am quoting from the excellent 
booklet by Dr. Leroy P. Burney on “Elders and Deacons 
Serving Christ and the Church”. The deacon must have 
“Spiritual character, Honest Repute, Exemplary Life, 
Brotherly Spirit, Warm Sympathies, and Sound Judg- 
ment”. His duties are, ““To minister: to those in need, 
to the sick, to the friendless, to those in distress; to de- 
velop the grace of liberality, to collect the gifts of the 
people, to distribute the gifts of the people, to care for 
the property of the church.” The office of deacon has 
developed into a very important place in the modern 
church. 


II. Stephen: 6:8-15 


“And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great won- 
ders and miracles among the people.” Then there arose 
certain men disputing with him. And they were not 
able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he 
spake. So they suborned men which said, “We have 
heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and 
against God.” They pursued the same tactics which 
the enemies of Christ pursued when He was brought 
to trial. This is ever the way with Satan and evil 
men. If they cannot meet the clear and logical teach- 
ing of those whom they oppose, then they use under- 
handed ways to stir up opposition. These men stirred 
up the people, the elders, and the scribes, and they 
came upon him, and caught him, and brought him be- 
fore the council, and set up false witnesses which said, 
“This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words 
against this holy place, and the law: For we have heard 
him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this 
place, and shall change the customs which Moses de- 
livered us.”” We can see how cunningly they worked 
on the prejudices of the Jews. The Bible tells us that 
those who sat in the council saw the face of Stephen as 
it had been the face of an angel. Here was a true 
and brave man facing his enemies under the inspiration 
of the Spirit. 


III. Stephen’s Defense: 7:1-53 


In this defense of Stephen, evidently spoken without 
notes, we see the wonderful knowledge he had of the 
history of the Jewish nation. He begins with the call 
of Abraham and traces their history briefly to the time 
of Solomon. The outline is familiar to us all. I would 
like to look at his account of Moses for it throws light 
on one or two things about that great man of the O. T. 


Verse 22 says: “And Moses was learned in all the wis- 
dom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in 
deeds.” Dr. W. W. Moore considered Moses the great- 
est human being who ever lived. I feel that he was 
right, although I have always placed the Apostle Paul 
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just a bit above him. Both were educated men; both 
were great writers; both influenced the world in a tre- 
mendous way; both wrote large portions of the Bible, 
and were inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

Verses 28-29 throw light on what Moses intended to do 
when he first visited his brethren the children of Israel. 
He evidently planned to deliver them at this time, for 
verse 25 says, “For he supposed his brethren would have 
understood how that God by his hand would deliver 
them: but they understood not.” He was ready, as he 
thought, when forty years old, but God was not ready, 
and neither was Moses. D. L. Moody said Moses’ life 
could be divided into three parts: During the first 
forty years he learned to be somebody; during the sec- 
ond forty, in exile, he learned to be nobody; and dur- 
ing the third forty God showed what He could do with 
a somebody, who had learned to be nobody. Moses was 
too self-confident when he first went to visit his breth- 
ren. “Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us?” 
said the man who did his neighbors wrong, “Wilt thou 
kill us, as thou diddest the Egyptian yesterday?” As a 
result of his rashness, he had to flee and for forty years 
he remained in the land of Midian, an exile or so- 
journer. Then, after these years, God appeared to him 
in the wilderness of Sinai and called him to deliver 
Israel from the bondage of Egypt. Moses had learned 
his lesson almost too well, for he was reluctant and 
hesitating. 


Stephen makes the point that this same Moses, whom 
they rejected, became their ruler and deliverer, and 
brought them out with wonders and signs. This is that 
Moses who said, “A prophet shall the Lord your God 
raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me.” He 
was in the church in the wilderness. He goes on to 
charge Israel with rebellion and idolatry. 


At verse 51 there seems to be a change in Stephen’s 
tone. Did he see in their faces a determination to kill 
him? “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and 
ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers 
did, so do ye. Which of the prophets have not your 
fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which 
shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom 
ye have been now the betrayers and murderers”. 

IV. Stephen Stoned: 54:60 

These words of Stephen cut them to the heart, but in 
a very different way from Peter’s sermon at Pentecost. 
No thought of repentance, only of anger, as they 
“gnashed on him with their teeth”. Stephen saw the 
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God, and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
This was too much for the blood-thirsty mob and they 
cried with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran upon 


him with one accord and cast him out of the city and 
stoned him. 


Two special thoughts: (1) the witnesses laid down 
their clothes at Saul’s feet. (2) Stephen’s prayer: Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep. 





It is not enough to fulfill one’s obligations in Chris- 
tian worship, if one neglects one’s duties in Christian 
witness. 

—John R. W. Stott 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 15, 1959 


A World Youth Project 


Scripture: II Corinthians 8:1-5 and Matthew 5:13-16 


Suggested Hymns: 
“We've A Story To Tell To The Nations” 
“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er The Sun” 
“Lord, Speak To Me, That I May Speak” 


Note to Program Leader: 


(This program presents one of the financial objectives 
adopted by the Assembly’s Youth Council. If your youth 
group has a budgeted amount for each of these objec- 
tives, explain that arrangement to your young people 
before you have the prayer of dedication at the close 
of the program. If you take care of these obligations by 
receiving a special offering, see to it that it is announced 
in time to allow the young people to make preparation 
for their giving.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

Last week we gave some thought to the ecumenical 
movement which is so popular among many Christians. 
The center of ecumenical activity among young people 
for several years has been the United Christian Youth 
Movement. Not too long ago Donald Shriver, a young 
man from our own denomination, was head of this in- 
ternational organization. Mr. Shriver has since become 
an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


The idea of World Youth Projects came out of the 
United Christian Youth Movement. In 1949 some of 
the leaders of the organization were discussing ways in 
which Christian young people from many nations could 
unite their efforts to serve Christ. One of the number 
suggested creating a fund to which many could con- 
tribute, and with which projects of international scope 
could be undertaken. 


The young people of our Church are contributing 
into this fund as one of our financial objectives for this 
year. In this program we shall have a description of 
some of the projects being financed by the Fund. 


First Speaker: 

It is always the aim of the World Youth Projects to 
bring together Christian young people from different 
countries and backgrounds. This goal was certainly ac- 
complished in the ecumenical tour of Latin America 
which was carried out in 1956 as a World Youth Project. 
An ecumenical team composed of Christian young peo- 
ple from six countries and three different continents 
toured a number of Latin American countries. It was 


not a mere sight-seeing trip. Those on the team had it 
as their purpose to help and to learn. They were chosen 
for the team partly because of their experience and their 
leadership ability. Wherever they went, they conducted 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


training classes or institutes with the Christian young 
people, sharing their knowledge of Christian youth 
work. In this way they strengthened the groups with 
which they met, and they also learned new truths and 
new methods from their hosts. 


Of course, the great underlying aim of all such en- 
deavor is to help Christians discover and appreciate 
the spiritual bond that transcends so many other dif- 
ferences, and binds them together as the children of 
God in Christ. 

Second Speaker: 

This year, a team of Latin American Christians made 
a tour of the United States. There were five young peo- 
ple and an adult counsellor. They represented six dif- 
ferent countries and six separate denominations of evan- 
gelical Christianity. This tour also was financed as a 
World Youth Project. As soon as these young people 
entered the United States and spent a time being briefed 
for their work, they divided and went their separate 
ways, in order to cover a greater territory. They visited 
churches, rallies, and youth conferences, speaking, teach- 
ing classes, and leading discussions wherever they went. 
Their stay was limited to about a month, but during 
that brief visit they learned much for themselves and 
for the benefit of their home churches. Perhaps the 
most significant thing they did was to give a great many 
young Christians in this country a picture of the vital 
Christianity that is found among evangelicals in Latin 
America. 

Third Speaker: 

This visit to our nation by South American Chris- 
tians, which has just been described, was largely made 
possible by gifts that were made to World Youth Projects. 
Some of the young people in our church have actually 
seen the result of their investment as they enjoyed the 
friendship and inspiration of these recent visitors. It 
is not always necessary that we see where our money 
goes when we give for the service and glory of God, but 
it has been satisfying to have one of the World Youth 
Projects come in person to our shores. 

The novelty of these international ventures is indeed 
fascinating. In the excitement of it all it is very easy 
to become so preoccupied with the machinery of such 
projects that we lose sight of the spiritual essentials. Be- 
ing internationally-minded is not a substitute for being 
a Christian. These friends from other lands are not 
our brothers because we have financed and arranged 
international visits and communications, but our broth- 
ers because of what Christ has done to break down the 
barrier of sin which separates all of us from God. As 
we dedicate our offering to this World Youth Project, 
let us also dedicate ourselves to the Love of Christ 
and to loving those for whom He died. 
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ATLANTA, Ga. — At its meeting 
on October 6, the Permanent Commit- 
tee on the Assembly’s Office decided 
to accept the invitation of the High- 
land Park Presbyterian Church of Dal- 
las, Texas, for the Centennial meeting 
of the General Assembly in 1961. 





PRESBYTERY OF KNOXVILLE 


KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — The Presby- 
tery met in the Cedar Springs church, 
October 5 and 6. The Rev. E. G. Hol- 
borow, Minister of Education in Knox- 
ville First Church was elected Mod- 
erator. The Rev. Gordon Reed, Mission 
Pastor of the Signal Mountain church 
was dismissed to Atlanta Presbytery, 
where he will become pastor of the Wee 
Kirk church. 


Dr. Hugh Bradley of the Board of 
World Missions addressed the Presby- 
tery. The Rev. Robert Smith, mission- 
ary to Korea now at home on furlough, 
conducted the worship service on Tues- 
day. 

Presbytery accepted the total askings 
of the Assembly, Synod and Presbytery, 
amounting to $575,706.00, an increase 
of 16% over the present year. 

The Stated Winter Meeting will be 
held in the St. Elmo church, Chatta- 
nooga, Feb. 2. 

—D. R. Greenhoe, S. C. 





ROME Ga. —(PN)— Mrs. Kirsten 
W. King; of the First Church, Rome, 
was elected President of the Georgia 
Synodical, at its recent meeting. For- 
merly treasurer of the Synodical, Mrs. 
King has been active on all levels of 
the Women’s work. 


Mrs. J. Swanton Ivy, of Athens, is the 
outgoing president. 





DAVIDSON, N. C. —(PN)— Thirty j 


selected voices of the Davidson College 
Male Chorus will be heard in the Char- 
lotte Opera Association’s production of 
“Rigoletto” by Guiseppe Verdi, late in 
October. 





LAURINBURG, N. C. — (PN) — 
Full-scale grading work has begun on 
the Consolidated Presbyterian College 
campus here. 
completion of this preliminary work in 
60 days. 

A Lumberton firm will grade the en- 
tire campus layout, including sites for 
dormitories, classrooms, administration 
building, student union, gymnasium and 


The contract calls for 
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other structures. The contractor will 
also lay out roads and parking lots and 
will construct the long causeway which 
will connect the two campus segments 
across the 80-acre lake. 


Shortly after January 1 bids are ex- 
pected to be opened for construction 
of the classroom building which will be 
the first major building project on the 
campus. 





CHARLOTTE, N. C. — With stu- 
dents now occupying the new dormitory 
constructed on the campus of Queens 
College, construction of the Everett Li- 
brary, to be completed for use in the 
1960-1961 term, has begun. 


Enrollment in the Queens Evening 
College, a program of adult education, 
shows a material increase over last year 
with a total of 620 persons taking 
courses in the various divisions of the 
Evening College. 





HINESVILLE, Ga. — Officers of the 
Men of Savannah Presbytery were elect- 
ed at the Fall Rally here, as follows: 
O. C. Martin, Flemington, President; 
Clarence A. Williams, of Hull Memorial 
Church, V. P. of the Savannah district; 
W. W. Smith, Jr., of Statesboro, V. P. 
of the Vidalia district; Jack Cutler, of 
Douglas, V. P. of the Brunswick-Way- 
cross district; and Von Waters, Jesup, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 





DECATUR, Ga. — Ministers’ Week 
at Columbia Seminary, Nov. 2-6, will 
feature a list of distinguished speakers 
who will be headed by Principal P. S. 
Glen of Knox College, Toronto; and 
will include Prof. Ernest A. Beaty of 
Davidson College, Prof. Paul Ricoeur 
of the Sorbonne and Dean Ernest Gor- 
don of the Princeton University Chapel. 


A highlight of the week will be the 
annual Alumni luncheon to be held at 
noon on Tuesday, Nov. 3. The lectures 
will all be delivered in the Columbia 
Church on Columbia Drive, adjoining 
the Seminary. 





























ALBEMARLE PRESBYTERY 


TARBORO, N. C. — The 141st Stat- 
ed Meeting of the Presbytery was held 
here on October 13. Elected Moderator 
was the Rev. Edwin S. Coates, of Farm- 
ville. 


Elder A. B. Holoman was enrolled 
as a candidate for the ministry. C. W. 
Kimbrough was licensed for the min- 
istry under the extraordinary clause. 


The pastoral relations between the 
Rev. Ed Thornburg and the Meadow- 
brook church; between the Rev. Phil 
Cory and the Foundation - Falkland- 
Grace churches; between the Rev. John 
Thompson and the Williamston church; 
between the Rev. Egbert Lineback and 




























PAGE 17 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / OCTOBER 28, 1959 


HINTON, W. Va. — J. W. Baldwin, president of the General Assembly’s 
Men’s Council, installs new officers for the men of the Synod of West Virginia, 
as follows: Herbert McManus of Charleston, president; A. J. Walker, Beckley, 
v. p.; Harold Miller, Charleston, v. p.; James Scott, Beckley, secretary; and 
Samuel Pritchard, Huntington, treasurer. 








the Wanoca-Wayside churches, were 
dissolved. The Rev. John Wilson was 
received from the Presbytery of Orange 
to become Mission Pastor of the First 
Church, Wilson. 


Presbytery’s Council reported receipts 
through Sept. 30 totaling $7,836.65 on 
budgeted benevolences and $10,951.99 
on Presbytery’s assessment. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet in the 
Kinston First Church, January 26, 1960. 
Thomas M. Davis, S. C. 





KERRVILLE, Tex. — Shreiner Insti- 


tute opened its 37th year on Sept. 14, 
with a record enrollment of boarding 
students and an increase of almost 15% 
total enrollment over the past two- 
year period. 


Conversion of the lower floor of 
Shreiner Hall into muchly needed dor- 
mitory space last summer provided for 
more than twenty additional college stu- 
dents. 


Dean W. C. Weir reports that all 
of last year’s faculty members returned 
for this year and that a study to im- 
prove both curriculum and instructional 
methods is to be made under Dr. J. W. 
Reynolds, consultant to the faculty from 
the University of Texas. 


Two members of Shreiner Institute’s 
faculty took part in National Science 
Foundation teacher’s institutes last 
summer: Robert W. Carden, head of 
the Biology department and Harry W. 
Crate, head of the Engineering depart- 
ment. 





MONTREAT, N. C. — (PN) — Mr. 
Irwin Belk, of Charlotte, N. C., was 
elected chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Historical Foundation 
here during that organization’s annuai 
meeting recently. 


Mr. Belk succeeds Dr. Hamilton Mc- 
Kay, chairman since 1955, who remains 
on the executive committee. 


Mr. Belk is president of Belk Enter- 
prises, Inc., vice-president of Belk 
Stores Services, Inc., chairman of the 
Board of the Belk Foundation, and 
chairman of the board of the Southern 
Heritage Life Insurance Co. He serves 
as director of a number of other busi- 
ness concerns, as representative of 
Mecklenburg County in the North Caro- 
lina Legislature, and is active in various 
religious and civic projects. He is a 
trustee of the University of N. C. and 
Presbyterian Consolidated College, and 
is on the Finance Committee of Queens 
College and of U. N. C. 


SALISBURY, N. C. (PN) 
When missionaries of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., visit Concord Presby- 
tery the church leaders here take ad- 
vantage of it. 


Varying numbers of missionaries re- 
turn to the United States each year for 
furlough. And for each of them their 
year-long “rest” develops into a year- 
long series of speaking engagements, 
which is part of the reason they come 
home. 


Missionaries speak to church dinner 
meetings, show slides to the Women 
and Men of the Church, address presby- 
teries and presbyterials, synodicals and 
synods, and, in general, appear before 
as many groups as will have them. 


But here it is more than that. The 
announcement in local newspapers said: 
“A world mission workshop for Pres- 
byterian churches of Concord Presby- 
tery is expected to attract more than 
100 to the Second Presbyterian Church 
tonight.” 


The workshop started in the after- 
noon, included supper, and lasted past 
9 o’clock. George T. McKee, Jr., edu- 
cational missionary to the Belgian 
Congo was the main speaker. 


The Board of World Missions’ educa- 
tional secretary, Dr. D. J. Cumming of 
Nashville, Tenn., was another speaker 
on the workshop program. 


Ministers and directors of Christian 
education from the Presbytery’s 
churches, along with a former mission- 
ary to China, led workshop groups in 
discussion of what they could do in 
the realm of world missions. 





CLINTON, S. C., — Twelve students 
are newly inducted members of the 
Presbyterian College chapter of the In- 
ternational Relations Club. 


President Rohe Eshbaugh of Louis- 
ville, Ky., announced these students be- 
came eligible upon successful comple- 
tion of the IRC entrance examination: 


Whit Jordan of Union; Rebecca Earn- 
est of Macon, Ga.; Max Walker of Co- 
lumbus, N. C.; Bill Bartee of Union; 
Don Dunlap of Charlotte; John Donald- 
son of Nicholasville, Ky.; Don Lohman 
of Jacksonville, Fla.; Loren Eagles of 
Florence; Griffin Helwig of Tampa; 
Bobby Piephoff of College Park, Ga.; 
and Alice Watkins of Augusta. 
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SARDINIA, S. C. — (PN) — The 
Sardinia Presbyterian Church celebrat- 
ed its 50th anniversary October 18. The 
observance came as a part of the Reg- 
ular Sunday worship service. 


Dr. Marshall Woodson, president of 
Flora Macdonald College in Red Springs, 
N. C., and several past pastors of the 
church took part. Dr. Woodson’s fath- 
er, the late Rev. A. R. Woodson, was 
the chairman of the commission which 
organized the church in 1909. 





COLUMBIA, S. C. — (PN) — The 
Rev. Claude H. Pritchard, secretary of 
the Board of Church Extension, Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., and the Rev. 
Arthur M. Martin, executive secretary 
of the Synod of South Carolina, par- 
ticipated in the special services com- 
memorating the 40th anniversary of 
Rose Hill Presbyterian Church here the 
first Sunday in November. 





RICHMOND, VA. — Members of the 
board for the Presbyterian Board of 
Christian Education assembled here 
October 20-22 to review recent work 
in religious book printing and initiate 
plans for the fifth Presbyterian Men’s 
Convention. The 24 board members 
will also study development of newly 
purchased property and improvement 
of educational curriculum. 


Plans for the fifth Presbyterian 
Men’s Convention in 1963 will begin 
when the board sets up a committee to 
recommend a site, dates, and plans 
for the convention, and to suggest mem- 
bers for an over-all convention steering 
committee. Invitations for the conven- 
tion have been received from Dallas, 
Tex., Louisville, Ky., Chattanooga, 
Tenn., and Atlanta Ga. Approximately 
8,000 Presbyterian men and their fam- 
ilies attended the last convention held 
at Miami. 





RICHMOND, VA. The Presby- 
terian Guidance Program, a project 
which has helped approximately 5,000 
youngsters in the last seven years se- 
lect a life’s occupation, announces a 
Texas minister, the Rev. Logan V. 
Cockrum, will become associate director 
on October 16. He moves to the Rich- 


mond post from Refugio, Texas where 
he was minister of the First Presby- 
terian Church. 











1e 
of 
re 
rk 
te 
’s 
rs 
ly 
nt 


an 
in 
to 
ns 


ng 
Ne 
is, 
a, 
ly 
m- 
Id 


et 
00 
$e- 


[or 
*h- 
re 

























A Ae On| i 
Vis 7 th 


BOOKS 


A FAITH TO LIVE BY, by Stuart 
LeRoy Anderson. Oxford University 
Press. 113 pp. $2.75. 


This is a series of fifteen medita- 
tions, seven based on parables, five 
from the Bible at large and three based 
upon the Apocrypha. The author, a 
Congregationalist, is president of the 
Pacific School of Religion at Berkeley, 
California. 


The dust jacket describes the author’s 
purpose as being to choose, “Biblical 
passages which have special relevance 
for the anxiety-ridden world of today’’. 
There is a refreshing absence of con- 
temporary psychological jargon, and an 
abundance of pleasant, flowing and 
readable language. The author’s own 
familiarity with good poetry and prose, 
as well as plays, comes through as he 
deftly applies them to the modern situa- 
tion. In fact, there occasionally seems 
to be more application of this than of 
the Bible. 


Those who take Reformed Theolor 
seriously will find it difficult to medi 
tate with Dr. Anderson at a number of 
points. In relation to total depravity, 
we read that, “we need to remember 
that Jesus would not subscribe to it’. 
(p. 41). There is an acknowledgement 
of man’s sinfulness, but likewise, seem- 
ing belief in his basic goodness, ability, 
and even divinity. 


The Scriptures are treated as -°on- 
siderably less than THE Word of God 
written. The humility of Jesus is em- 
phasized, His Deity and atoning death 
minimized. The nearest we come to 
the cross is in a single reference to the 
fact that as the Good Shepherd, He 
laid down His life for His sheep. It is 
disturbing that no serious mention is 
made of the cross in these fifteen medi- 
tations. 


Perhaps the most meaningful are the 
meditations on the Parables of Jesus. 
There is an excellent treatment of the 
Parable of the Good Samaritan. 


But it must be added that the $2.75 
price tag seems a little stiff for less 
than 100 pages of actual reading ma- 
terial. 


—Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 





THE HISTORY OF REDEMPTION, 
by Jonathan Edwards. Sovereign Grace 
Book Club. $4.50. 


The substance of this book repre- 
sents outlines of Edwards’ theological 
thoughts first contained in a series of 
sermons preached at Northampton in 
1739 without any view to publication. 
There is found in these discourses sound 
religion, a thorough knowledge of the 
Scriptures and plain common sense. 
They are designed to confirm the read- 
er’s faith in God’s government of the 
world and in the Christian religion. 


In 1774 John Erskine of Edinburgh 
advertised this book as follows: “They 
who have relish for the study of the 
following sheets will, I am persuaded, 
deem -emselves much indebted to the 
Rev. ..!. Edwards of New Haven for 
consenting to publish them. Though 
the acute philosopher and deep divine 
appear .n them, yet they are in the 
genera! better calculated for the instruc- 
tion and improvement of ordinary 
Christians.” 

—John R. Richardson 





LAMBETH, UNITY AND TRUTH, 
by T. Robert Ingram. St. Thomas 
Press, Bel Aire, Texas. $2.95. 


Dr. Ingram presents in this recent 
volume a reply to the Pastoral! Letter 
issued by the House of Bishops meet- 
ing in General Convention, Miami 
Beach, Florida, October, 1958. The 
main thrust of the volume is that an 
apparently authoritative teaching of 
the Church does not secure real au- 
thority by its promulgation but only 
later by the consent of the Church. 
This is a truly Catholic principle, the 
author observes, which has been main- 
tained since the early days of the 
Church; not even were the edicts of 
the unquestioned Ecumenical Councils 
of real authority until they were ac- 
cepted and consented to by the mem- 
bership of the Church. Thus the 
writer insists that without such con- 
sent ecclesiastical pronouncements are 
not fully authoritative. 


The author closes this valuable book 
with this incisive observation, “Our 
freedom transcends any notion of world- 
ly unity: and while in Christ we are 
surely one, it is a oneness that cannot 
be reduced to terms of mortal existence. 
Christ is Himself divisive, and divisions 
have their origin in the will and ac- 
tivity of God: for man to sit in judg- 
ment upon the work of God is pre- 
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posterous. Truth is the highest value 
for Christians, so that it is bought even 
at the price of unity. Unity cannot be 
desired at the cost of truth. Our bish- 
ops may well pant for unity, especially 
if it be of a sort that eliminates the 
necessity for them to be responsive 
and responsible to their flocks; but no 
true pastor can really desire the im- 
possible burden of such unchecked ex- 
ercise of personal dicta. Unity can be 
prized only as the final gift of a Risen 
Christ to those who come to Him 
through the passage of death. Unity 
belongs in the world to come, not in 


this one.”’ 
—John R. Richardson 





BOOK BRIEFS 


GOD’S CHUKCH. by Alan Stibbs. Inter-Varsity 
Press, Chicago. Paperback, 128 pp. $1.50. A 
study in the Biblical Doctrine of the people of 
God, from the standpoint of the “New Com- 
munity.” 


THE MYSTERY OF SUFFERING, by Hugh 
Hopkins. Inter-Varsity Press, Chicago. Paper- 
back, 126 pp. $1.25. A fresh examination of 
the problem of suffering within the will of a 
good and holy God. Lists bibliography of 
books on suffering and healing. 


IN THE ARENA, by Isobel Kuhn; and MISSIONS, 
by R. E. Harlow and John Stuart. Good News 
Publishers, Westchester, Ill. “One Evening” 
condensed books, paperback, $.50. The first is 
an account of experiences on the Burma slopes 
among Lisu tribesmen. The second is a world 
picture of the missionary enterprise. The “con- 
densed book” series offers condensations of 
Christian oooks selling originally from $2.00 to 
$6.00. The price is always $.50. 


A SHORT HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, by Denis Meadows. Devin-Adair Co., 
New York. 246 pp. $4.50. A “nihil obstat” 
book offering a layman’s view of history. Very 
fair treatment of the Reformation and “ther 
Protestant themes. 


THE CHRISTIAN HERITAGE, by W. W. Melton. 
American Press, New York. 70 pp. $2.50. 
Sermons upon the meanings of the Christian 
faith by a Baptist minister. Well done in tra- 
ditional conservative fashion. 


EASTWARD TO MOSCOW, by Paul B. Smith. 
The People’s Press, Toronto. Paperback, 180 pp. 
$1.25. Story of evangelistic journeyings in the 
Far East and Russia, told by the son of Dr. 
Oswald J. Smith. 


AUDIO-VISUALS IN THE CHURCH by Gene A. 
Getz. The Moody Press, Chicago. Loose-leaf, 
256 pp. np. A comprehensive and evidently 
valuable manual on the use of Audio-Visual 
aids. Includes addresses of sources of equip- 
ment, of magazines and periodicals, of films 
and filmstrips. Complete bibliography. 


































MINISTERS 


Robert J. James, from Cordele, Ga., 
to 1272 Washington Rd., Atlanta, Ga. 


Charles D. Whiteley, Second Church, 
Albemarle, N. C., will retire effective 
Jan. 1, following 43 years in the min- 
istry. 

Stewart M. McMurray, from graduate 


study to the First Church, Hinton, 
W. Va. 


John I. Prather, from Guerrant, Ky., 
to Oak Grove church in Hillsboro, 
W. Va. 


W. G. Ingram, from Northfork, W. 
Va., to the Richwood church, Rich- 
wood, W. Va. 


CORRECTION: Clement Dickey, Jr., 
recent graduate of Austin Seminary, 
was erroneously reported here as hav- 
ing graduated from the School of 
Christian Education. 





DCE’S 


Nyleen Barnett, from Memphis, Teen., 
to the Covenant Church, Monroe, Lou- 
isiana. 


SPEAKERS 
Robert W. Cousar, Jr., Charlotte, N. 
C., was the principal speaker during 


Christian Emphasis Week at East 
Carolina College, Oct., 11-14. 





LETTERS: 
Sir: 


Congratulations on the “new” JOUR- 
NAL. I read it from cover to cover with 
great interest. It looks better, and I’m 
sure, will serve the Church with great 
power as heretofore. 

J. A. McAlpine 
Gifu, Japan 





Sir: 


Just a note to tell you that the 
“new” JOURNAL has been received 
with enthusiasm. All of the stylistic 
changes are for the better, and the 
new approach, combined with loyalty 
to the original principles, will enhance 


the JOURNAL’S stature in the entire 
Reformed world. 
Gordon K. Reed 
Signal Mt., Tenn. 





Sir: 


My congratulations and prayers and 
best wishes for the utmost usefulness 
for the JOURNAL. 

John B. Vail 
Gerald, Mo. 





Sir: 


I especially liked the cover page and 
the Contents page . .. Be sure and 
continue Mr. Freundt’s Circle Studies 
next year! ; 

Mrs. Andrew Frazier 
Alexandria, La. 





Sir: 


The longer I take the JOURNAL the 
better I like it and especially the edi- 
torials. I thank God that you stand so 
firmly on the fundamentals of our doc- 
trine and veritably upon the Christian 
faith itself. 

W. W. Plowden 
Columbia, So. Car. 





Sir: 


The JOURNAL is doing a fine job. 
Surely do wish that all Presbyterians 
would take advantage of it. 

Zeck A. McChesney 
Stuarts Draft, Va. 





Sir: 


I should like to say something about 
“heretic hunting” which, in my opinion, 
is dictating the course of many would- 
be guardians of the faith and is having 
dire effect on the preached Word in 
our time. 


I am convinced that should I, as an 
evangelical, spend all my time taking 
pot-shots at others whose views do not 
exactly coincide with mine, I should be 
hindering my ministry regarding the 
quest for lost souls. 


Please do not misunderstand my mo- 
tive. I shall never bow to liberals in 
their attempts to discredit Christ and 
the Scriptures. Should I be able to 
influence one so inclined, I should take 
advantage of the God-given opportunity. 
Mainly, the point I am endeavoring to 
make is this: young ministers, by get- 
ting off on the wrong foot, often be- 
come in danger of deserting the same 
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Christ and Holy Word they wish to de- 
fend by assuming the singular role of 
heretic hunter and theological “witch- 
burner”’. 


Judgment in all matters of faith rests 
ultimately, or should I say exclusively, 
with God. I shall preach Christ, born 
of a Virgin, crucified, dead, risen, liv- 
ing and active. Actually, any other 
argument besides the truth of the In- 
carnation contains little power! 

Walter W. Brown 
Brent, Ala. 


The editorial, “The Divisive Spirit,” 
p. 10, speaks to this point—Ed. 





Sir: 


Since becoming an avid reader of 
your very sound publication a few 
months ago I have decided not to wait 
for my friends to finish reading their 
copies and order one for myself. I 
would also like to send the JOURNAL 
to five of my friends. Enclosed find 
my check and the list of names and 
addresses. 

Mrs. Marshall C. Smith, Jr. 





SUGGESTED 

CHRISTMAS GIFT 

for Children 4 to 14 
THE CHILDREN’S PAGE 


Written and Illustrated by 
WADE C. SMITH 


80 Short Stories — Mostly Bible 


Many purchasers on seeing first copy 
order more. One Aunt ordered 35 copies 
for her army of nieces and nephews. 
One Grandmother has ordered 71 copies. 
Here are some of the titles: 


The Spider and the Hands — Swat the Fly — 
Sparrows — Grasshoppers — Born to Soar — 
Frogs and Fireflies — Bees and Nectar and 
Honey — The Briar and the Roses — The Little 
Foxes — Gragdmothers and Mothers — Joseph, 
a Continued Story — Miracles (Ten of them) — 
Sword of the Spirit — The Birth of Jesus — 
Flight Inte Egypt — The Boyhood of Jesus — 
Jonah and the Whale — Born Again — Prayer 
Changes Things — A Little Child Shall Lead 
Them — Judy Won Her Teacher — The First 
Two Brothers — David (A continued story) — 
Golden Apples — He Ran Away — Mother’s 
Day — The Flood — He Lied — Daniel and 
the Lions — She Told It — Ruth — Listening 
To God — The Prodigal Son — A Little Girl's 
Christmas Story — A Blind Beggar — Down 
Through The Roof — He Loves You — The Ant, 
A Worker — The Tongue — Bears and Bug- 
bears — Jesus Loves Children — Lost and 
Found — This Little Light of Mine — A Little 
Lest Sheep — He Climbed A Tree — God Chooses 
A Man — Thanksgiving — Smiles — Stripes — 
Greyfriars’ Bobbie. 


Price $1.25 postpaid. Order from 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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